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KEY QUESTION(S):  
How is the geology of Beer linked to how people ear ned a living? What 
impact has this had on change and development? How has Beer grown over 
the last 150 years? 
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Possible Activities: 
·  Ask children to bring in a rock or stone from the beach, country path etc. 

Look at rock or stone and use secondary sources (incl. WWW) to try and 
decipher what it is – what story could it tell us? Encourage creative 
thinking about the history of the rock! How could it link to the economy in 
the past? 

·  Using results from last week, research the different types of rocks 
(WWW) and the job they did/were used for. Think about where they may 
find examples of these types of rocks/stones in Beer e.g. quarry caves, 
certain houses, cliffs. Do they think that would have created work e.g. 
caves (links between locality and inhabitants). 

·  Look at the role of lime stone and use of lime kilns (could relate to 
science – reversible and irreversible changes e.g. lime stone was solid, 
ground to calcium sulphate, a powder, then water was added, a liquid, 
which dried out and produced a different solid – mortar!). Look at how 
lime used, process it went through, workers this would need and 
therefore bring to community, the role it could play in the development 
and extension of a settlement etc. (See info on lime kilns, production of 
lime and the spooky and scary true stories – info provided by Phil 
Planel). 

·  Possibility of a talk by John Scott (Quarry caves – possibly a visit too) – 
when the quarry caves were used, what people did there, the function of 
the caves in the economy, where the mined rock went and what 
happened to it. Link this in with work – would it bring people to Beer or 
keep workers staying in Beer? Discuss change in land use due to quarry 
– houses were built for the workers. 

·  Think about how this use also changes over time (land use as above) – 
quarry no longer working so houses residential now.   

·  Look at the role of farming in the geology and land use issues; originally 
arable, now pastoral which required less labour therefore workers 
transferred to other industries (both legal and illegal). 

·  Comparison of maps (settlements) – Beer at the end of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. Concentrate on earlier map first – what can they see, say 
about it? Are there any familiar places there? Compare earlier map to 
later map and study the development that has taken place. Why has it 
grown so much? How does this link to the geological and economical 
aspects? Do people still need accommodation in Beer as they work there 
or do more people commute to other places? Why do you think they still 
live in Beer then? 

·  Explore economic growth of Beer today – local facilities, local work, local 
skills, local trades etc. What would happen if these ceased to exist? Look 
at links between locality and inhabitants. 

·  Explore how the street/road names provide an insight or indication into 
the use of the land many years ago before it was developed. Look at a 
list/undertake field work to collate a list. Pick some and consider what the 
name tells you about what happened there in the past (orchards too!).  
Research using secondary sources and www. to find out previous use. 

·  Think about collating all information gathered through research and 
discussions and making sense of it as a whole in preparation to 
responding to the key question. 
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