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Background

With the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 increased emphasis was given to the management of the whole of
the AONB however it was felt that given the historical focus for recreation on the coast that an integrated management
plan should be developed for the coastal zone of the AONB. The original coastal corridor plan was developed by the
AONB Team in 2004 which was then extended in 2007 to become a joint plan encompassing the Dorset coastline to
embrace the whole of the World Heritage Site coast line.

Following a decade of delivery the plan was adapted in 2014 to show greater connections to the Devon landscape
character assessment which was developed in 2012. Landscape character describes the variations in character
between different areas and types of landscape and articulates what people perceive as distinctive and special about
landscapes in Devon.

This assessment identified the Sidmouth and Lyme Bay coastal plateau as the distinct coastal landscape of East
Devon. This ‘area’ is made up of a variety of landscape ‘types’ which together give rise to a distinctive coastal
landscape. The new coastal corridor plan adopts the boundaries of the LCA and the format of its guidelines the trilogy of
Protect, Manage and Plan approach in which to house various actions which will help to conserve and enhance the
character of this area of the AONB. In addition we have added an Understanding and Valuing section to accommodate
actions aimed at raising awareness of the special and outstanding nature of the area.
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COASTAL CORRIDOR ACTION PLAN

The coastal corridor action plan is a working delivery document which has its strategic base within the East Devon
AONB Management Strategy the Dorset and East Devon World Heritage Site Management Strategy and the South
Devon and Dorset Shoreline Management Plan. The area of operation of the plan has been defined by the Devon
Landscape Character Assessment as the Sidmouth and Lyme Bay LCA, this plan will address the “protect, manage
and plari guidelines of the Devon LCA to conserve the special qualities and features of the area.

Landscape character guidelines within the LCA that are of a strategic nature which are within the remit of the
District Council’s Local Plan are not dealt with within this delivery plan.
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Protect

P1 the landscapes expansive sea views

ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS

P1.1 | Identify key viewpoints along and within the
coastal corridor and prepare maintenance NT, Devon CC, | <= = HLF
programmes Outcome: Popular and well EDDC
known locations managed for scenic qualities
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Protect

P2

the wild and highly tranquil qualities by promoting sustainable tourism

ACTION (and outcome)

PARTNERS

TIMESCALE

RESOURCE
IMPLICATIONS

POTENTIAL
FUNDING

COMMENTS/
NEXT STEPS

P2.1

Re-vitalise and raise profile of circular walks
that have been developed with strong links
to bus routes.

Make connections with local taxis firms to
act as shuttle service for walkers.

Identify pubs and cafes on-route or near
end of route as refreshment stations whilst
waiting for transportation

Outcome : Increased opportunity for active ca
free leisure

NT, SWCP

Officer time

Officer time

Core AONB

P2.2

Give accessible trails and walks, which
include grading to indicate ease of use, a
higher profile within AONB website make
links to other providers of such
information. Outcome: Increased use of
coastal corridor by disabled or lassbile
people

SWCP

Officer time

Core AONB

P2.3

Assess demand for further Access for All
provision, and consider appropriate
locations/landscapes

Outcome: More facilities provided for wide
range of people

NT, SWCP,
Devon CC

Officer time

Core AONB

Consider Axmouth harbour path.
Opportunities for Trampers
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Protect

P2 the wild and highly tranquil qualities by promoting sustainable tourism
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS
P2.4 Promote a suite of off-road circular
routes for horse riders and bikers NT, Devon CC, N HLF/MiL2 What route information is on line
Outcome: Horse riding routes created and | BHS, Local cycle from other sources
promoted in the coastal corridor and clubs
opportunities for mountain biking extended 1SW Adventure cycle map
Access and circular_ route opportunities produced.
improved forrecreation users
East Devon bridleway developed by
DCC but not promoted.
P2.5 Possible links
Identify and promote links between the SWCP, A nd Officer time Core AONB | Otter Valley
Coast Path and the East Devon Way EDAONSB, or
Outcome : Wider network of routes along | Devon CC, Buckton Hill/Pacacombe
the coastal corridor and its hinterland Hill/Weston..
P2.6
Improve pedestrian and cycle link from Clinton Devon < HLF

Budleigh, to the Budleigh-Exmouth
Cycleway (from Knowle post office)
Outcome : The cycleway made more
accessible from Budleigh and links created
with the local footpath network

Estates
Devon CC
Sustrans
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Protect

P2 the wild and highly tranquil qualities by promoting sustainable tourism
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS

P2.7
Assess potential to develop cycling Sustrans = = MiL 2 Located on the National Cycleway
opportunities at Otterton, linked to the EDDC Network and with a large number of
National Cycleway Network, and at Devon CC Unclassified County Roads, Exe
Seaton and the Stop Line Way East Devon Estuary route will have attracted
eg promoted routes and circuits and potential operators. Potential
village based facilities connection with Earth Trails cafe at
Outcome: Increased use of the NCN and Bicton
linking minor roads and circuits, by both log
people and visitors

P2.8
Capitalise on the large number of visitors | The Donkey < > HLF
that go to the Donkey Sanctuary ( Sanctuary
20,000/ per annum) to provide more Devon CC
information about the AONB and easy
access routes either in the Sanctuary
centre or car park
Outcome: Visitors to the Sanctuary, who mé
not be regular walkers, are encouraged an
given the confidence to explore the
surrounding area
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Protect

P2 the wild and highly tranquil qualities by promoting sustainable tourism
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS
P2.9 Work in partnership to develop an
integrated sustainability monitoring NT, WHT, NE << = Officer time Core AONB

programme, agree key indicators, how
data will be collected, interpreted and
used to guide the management of the
coastal corridor.

Outcome: The impacts of recreational visits
onthe coastal corridor are understood and
the information is used to guide its
management ensuring the special qualities

and value are conserved.
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Protect

P3 and sensitively interpret the coastlines geological and geomorphic features
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS

P3.1 L L[
Develop and install exhibitions /displays | WHS, B ] Staff time, HLF/KOT Delivered in Beer Heritage Centre
in TICs/museums and other venues Tourism consultant costs and Sidmouth Esplanade shelter,
within the corridor, including interactive | bodies and capital costs Sidmouth Museum and Budleigh
schemes seafront. Also interpretation at
Outcome: Visitors and local people (eg Orcombe Point by DCC WHS have
school children) informed about the specia plans to update interpretation.
qualities and value of the coastal Fresh boards at Berry Barton, Peak
envwo_nm_ent— history, geology, landscapes Hill and High Peak produced by
and wildlife. UCH and POH

P3.2
Identify opportunities for planned visitor | DWT,WHS, < = AONB represented upon Seaton
centre at Seaton to act as a hub linked EDDC, Discovery Centre interpretation

into the local area/ community, through
signage and associated interpretation, as
well as education activities, volunteering
initiatives, events etc.

Outcome: Accessible focal points enabling
locals and visitors to enjoy the coast

group.
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Protect

P4 the landscape’s winding rural lanes
ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS

P4.1
Investigate feasibility of park and ride Devon CC, Officer time Core AONB | Seasonal park and ride Beer and
facilities, including incentive schemes, EDDC, NT, Branscombe P and R proposed for
and seek to establish low key seasonal Operators Sidmouth.
facilities where possible
Outcome: Reduced traffic, more people Review range of incentives
using sustainabl&ansport, less conflict with successfully working elsewhere
local communities

P4.2 B
Promote the advantages of bus travel, Devon CC - Officer time Core AONB
better views, flexibility of walking routes | Bus
and improved viability of existing operators
services.

P4.3
Consider boat/walk/cycle options, WHT, < > Officer time Core AONB | Dependant on development of
particularly linking to coast path, and Tourism WHS coastal transport initiative
future WHS visitor centres, eg, Seaton. bodies,
Combined ticket options too EDDC,
Outcome: Innovative sustainable tourism | Operators
could attract new visitors

P4.4
Investigate potential for coastal water Operators, <==> | Officer time Core AONB | WHS sustainable transport working
taxi service WHT group are exploring an off shore

Outcome: New options created for coastal
tourism

transport initiative.
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Protect

P4 the landscape’s winding rural lanes
ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE POTENTIAL | COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDING | NEXT STEPS

P4.5
Support / encourage provision of cycle WHT, cycle > MilL2 Seaton is likely to be the site with
hire at suitable venues and locations e.g. | hire the most potential at the beginning
caravan sites, railway stations, with businesses of the Stop Line Way but Otterton
linking circular routes. Audit existing might also have potential.
provision
Outcome: Increased options to make use o
sustainable transport

P4.6
Improvements to bus stops, eg, stop Devon CC, < =Tr DCC Core AONB | Promote bus time texts for our
names, timetables, directions to coast Bus Bus operators Services
path, etc operators http://www.traveline.info/mobile.
Outcome: Improved customer care and htmlhttp://www.traveline.info/mo
information, resulting in further awareness bile.html
and use of car free options

P4.7 Research options to create a network of | Officer time Core AONB
quiet lanes - =
in the AONB.
Outcome: reduce traffic on country lanes
enhancing tranquillity of the area.
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Manage

M1 the landscapes’ valued woodlands
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
M1.1 | Manage the landscapes valued woodland . Improved linkages between
Outcome: Sustainably managed FC, Axe << = NELMS woodland
woodlands supporting the local economy Woods, Wood fuel potential
and wildlife. Working
Woodlands
Manage
M2 the landscapes’ network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees.
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
M2.1
Manage and protect the landscapes Landowners i NELMS Hedges form important feeding
hedgerows and characteristic hedgerow NE,DHG corridors for bats, eg linked to

trees.
Outcome :Landscape character and
biodiversity is conserved.

caves at Beer
Wood fuel
NELMS/DGHBP
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Manage

M3 the nationally important coastal habitats.
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED | NEXT STEPS
M3.1
Examine potential of NELMS to protect NE, <= NELMS
and conserve important coastal habitats Landowners
within the LCA.
Outcome: Improved habitats and wider acce
zone linkedo parts of the coast path
M3.2
Develop an opportunity map to identify NE, NT, < > | DBRC consultancy
where priority land or habitat Landowners, time
management intervention is required as FWAG

developed through the Cordiale Project in

the Umborne Valley
Outcome: Integrated approach across all

authorities and agencies

East Devon Coastal Corridor Action Plan

Page 13 of 21




Manage

M3

the nationally important coastal habitats.

Code

ACTION (and outcome)

PARTNERS

TIMESCALE

RESOURCE
IMPLICATIONS

HOW
FUNDED

COMMENTS/
NEXT STEPS

M3.5

Provide management advice and
assistance at County Wildlife Sites.
Encourage uptake of NELMS Agreements
where appropriate.

Outcome: Coordinated and improved
management and status of CWSs

9 Knowle Hill Embankment CWS

I (habitat management carried out with
Devon CC, crickets need resurveying)

West Down golf course CWS
Otter Meadows CWS

Combe Wood Farm

Mutters Moor CWS

Peak Hills CWS

Norman Lockeyer Observatory CWS
Weston Combe CWS

Edge Barton CWS

Woodhouse CWS

Bullstone Coppice CWS
Culverhole Moor CWS

Hole Coppice CWS

Lower Watercombe Coppice CWS
Church Living CWS

Church and Pitts Coppice CWS
Margells Hills CWS

Beer Head CWS

Bovey Lane Quarries CWS
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Manage

M3

the nationally important coastal habitats.

Code

ACTION (and outcome)

PARTNERS

TIMESCALE RESOURCE

IMPLICATIONS

HOW
FUNDED

COMMENTS/
NEXT STEPS

=4 =4 8 8 -8 _9_9_95_9_292_°2_-2_-29_-2_-2°2_-2._-2._-2-2_-2-°_-2

Spring Head SSSI

Boshill Wood CWS
Stedcombe Wood CWS
Haven Ball Woods CWS
Church and Pitts Coppice CWS
Margells Hills CWS

Beer Head CWS

Bovey Lane Quarries CWS
Spring Head SSSI

Boshill Wood CWS
Stedcombe Wood CWS
Haven Ball Woods CWS
Parsonage Barn CWS

Edge Hill Fields CWS
Shapwick Grange CWS
Dairy Farm CWS

Diggers Moor Coppice
Boshill Wood CWS
Stedcombe Wood CWS
Parcombe Hill Wood CWS

M3.7

Positive management of Sidmouth to Beer
Head SSSI/SAC
Outcome: Habitat improvement

Landowners
NT, NE

NELMS
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Manage

M4 the landscape’s rich historic environment features.
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED | NEXT STEPS
M4.1
Continue success of Unlocking Coastal EH/ DCC
Heritage work with remaining landowners Parish
to conserve and interpret Scheduled Councils

Ancient Monuments (SAMs) and other
areas of archaeological interest in the
coastal corridor:

Seaton Down SAM (survey required to Landowners < > No public access
determine conservation priorities) EH
. <
Honey Ditches SAM EDDC/other Public access
HLF
) ] < =
Cliff Cottage and sheep wash; Engineers NE Access along coast path
Cottage and Pumping Station; and West Cliff HLF
Cottage the Undercliffs < >
. . . No public access
Hawkesdown Hillfort — site assessment required | gindon Estates EH

to determine conservation and interpretation
requirements

Refer to AONB Primary Archaeological Survey,
HER and HEAPs for non Scheduled Archaeology

Outcome: Ancient Monuments safeguarded
with wider public understanding of their value
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Manage

M4 the landscape’s rich historic environment features.
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
M4.2 | Consider WW?2 coastal heritage — promote, | Devon CC, <JJJ> Delivered at Brandy Head, other
maintain and interpret as appropriate, with ideas focussed at Branscombe
possible walks leaflets, etc were not progressed as part of
Outcome: Unique coastal features preserved f UCH

public benefit

Branscombe Project has rich
resource of material which could
inform any such interpretation.
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Plan

PL1 for the impacts of climate change
Code | ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
PL1,1 | Research and adapt a “Seasearch” scheme | NE, WHT, <J_L> Also consider “Shoresearch” scheme,
involving locals and visitors to help track Wildlife Officer time Core AONB | cf, project in Kent.
climate change indicator species Trusts, < Involve canogists,.divers,. anglers, etc.
Outcome: More people aware of and involved| Volunteers Bream breeding site at Kimmeridge
in coastal environmental issues needs further monitoring
Plan
PL2 to integrate existing and new development into the landscape
ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
PL2.2 | Establish a demonstration site to promote | WHT, NT, Research industry guidelines.
high quality caravan parks, eg, colour Site I~ Officer time
schemes, lighting, etc, and produce operators

guidance for planners and operators
Outcome: High quality environmental
solutions which can be sharedth a range of
partners and operators
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uvl

UNDERSTANDING AND VALUING

ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED | NEXT STEPS
uvi.1
Continue to promote and support a WHT, < = Seaton Tramway bird watching trips
range of (annual) events to celebrate the | SWRDA,
coast and its unique heritage Devon CC,
Outcome: More visitors, more local NE, Tourism
involvementand benefits local economy bodies, etc
uvi2 . - — = . .
Coordinate volunteer activity to help WHT, NT, Officer time Core AONB
engage with more local people to act as Wildlife Volunteers
active ambassadors and wardens Trusts, ,
Outcome: Increased local awareness and | Parish
pride in the coastal environment, with Councils,
increased resources to implement Volunteers
improvements
uvi.3 — =L
Promote the health aspects of visiting the | Devon CC, Officer time Core AONB | NE communities team may be able to
countryside LED, EDDC, support initiatives
Outcome: More local people leading active | NE
lifestyles PCTs,
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uvi UNDERSTANDING AND VALUING
ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED | NEXT STEPS
UV1.4 L Ll
Encourage and support local schools to NE, LEAs, Office time Core AONB
engage with and use the coast. Outdoor Volunteers
Outcome: Coastal corridor made more centres
relevant and more accessible to young pea
UVv1.5
Encourage and support the requirements = = HLF
of special needs educational visits to
coastal venues, Outcome: More people
actively enjoying local environment
uv1.6
Assess potential for a cleaner greener NT, < = Core AONB
campaign aimed at both locals and Devon CC,
visitors EDDC,
Outcome: Local pride, increased awarenes ENCAMS
by visitors, sustainable behaviour and actio
promoted
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uvil UNDERSTANDING AND VALUING
ACTION (and outcome) PARTNERS TIMESCALE RESOURCE HOW COMMENTS/
IMPLICATIONS FUNDED NEXT STEPS
uvi.7 . \
Support and promote initiatives to wildlife - ] Core AONB
control and reduce marine litter, eg, Trusts,
better provision at marinas, fisherman’s Devon CC,
bins, etc EDDC,
Outcome: Cleaner safer coastal environmer ENCAMS,
Parish
Councils
uv1i.8 << =
Support further development of Otterton | Clinton Officer time Core AONB
Mill as an interpretative and educational | Devon SDF
hub for the area Estates
Outcome: Gateway to coastal corridor Otterton Mill
EDAONB
UV1.9 | Develop further interpretation at Beer WHT <
Marine Heritage Centre Officer time Core AONB
Outcome: Increased understanding of coast SDF
environment
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